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In this course, we will address one of the most important questions political theorists and members 
of political communities have ever pondered: What is justice?  Of course, this most basic query 
sparks a set of more particular questions that we will also consider.  Is justice a virtue possessed by 
good individuals or good communities?  Is it a practice performed by us, a matter of “doing the 
right thing?”  What is the relationship between justice and other important political values or ideals? 
Which people or institutions are best suited for the challenge of ensuring or protecting justice?  
What threatens or obstructs justice most?  And, who is responsible for perceiving and addressing 
injustices?  In a series of lectures and discussions, we will explore the ways political thinkers have 
confronted these and other questions about justice.  To work on answering these questions, we will 
focus on four relationships: (1) justice and the law, (2) justice and equality, (3) justice and freedom, 
and (4) justice and responsibility.   
 
This course has three major goals.  First, we want to give you a vocabulary and a set of resources for 
pondering how we should think about justice, given that it is one of the most critical themes in 
political thought and lived political experience.  The second aim of the course is to introduce you to 
a wide array of approaches to doing political theory.  Because justice is a central concern of so many 
political thinkers, studying justice provides a winding and interesting route through political theory 
across time, place, and genre.  From ancient Greek tragedies, to medieval political-theological 
treatises, to modern essays, to twentieth-century political speeches, we find a common thread—the 
struggle to conceptualize justice properly, so that we might pursue it effectively.  Finally, this course 
assumes that as global citizens, we all have a responsibility to work for justice.  Our hope is that 
participating in a millennia-long conversation about justice will help you think more critically about 
how you can act politically, if you are committed to naming and alleviating injustices where you find 
them. 
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Requirements and Grading 
 
Book List: 

The following books are available for purchase in the bookstore or can be borrowed from the 
library, where they are on reserve: 

• Thomas Aquinas, Treatise on Law, ed. Richard J. Regan (Hackett Publishing, 2010). 
• Hannah Arendt, Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of Evil (Penguin, 2006). 
• Aristotle, The Politics and the Constitution of Athens, ed. Stephen Everson (Cambridge UP, 1996). 
• John Locke, Second Treatise of Government, ed. C.B. Macpherson (Hackett Publishing, 1980). 
• John Stuart Mill, On Liberty and the Subjection of Women, ed. Alan Ryan (Penguin, 2007). 
• Jean-Jacques Rousseau, ‘The Discourses’ and Other Early Political Writings, ed. Victor Gourevitch 

(Cambridge UP, 1997). 
• Sophocles, Antigone, Oedipus the King, and Electra, trans. H.D.F. Kitto, ed. Edith Hall (Oxford 

UP, 1994). 
• Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, ed. Miriam Brody (Penguin, 2004). 

Please acquire these editions, since class discussion will run much more smoothly if we are all using 
the same versions of the texts.  Additional resources are marked on the reading schedule and posted 
on Blackboard.  If you have trouble acquiring a reading, ask one of us—we might have an extra 
copy! 
 
Course Requirements and Grade Distribution: 

This course has two lectures per week, and one discussion-based section meeting. 

PSCI 103 has five components: 
• In-class work 

o Attendance and participation 
§ Attend all lectures and discussion meetings 
§ Bring your text to class 
§ Participate in all discussion meetings (and lectures, too, if you so desire) 

• One short response paper of 300-600 words (approx. 1-2 pages) 
• One short essay of 1500-1800 words (approx. 5-6 pages). 
• In-class midterm exam 
• Final exam 

The grade breakdown is as follows: 
• In-class work: 15% 
• Short response paper: 10% 
• Essay: 25% 
• Midterm exam: 20% 
• Final exam: 30% 

To pass this course, you must pass each of the components of the course.  For example, someone who completes 
all written work but does not attend class regularly will receive a failing grade for in-class work and 
will subsequently fail the course.  Likewise, someone who is an excellent contributor to class 
discussions but fails to complete a written assignment will fail the course. 
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Grading policy 

Your class participation and essays will be given a letter grade that corresponds to a value on the 4.0 
scale set by the College of Arts and Sciences.  Your exams are graded on a 100-point scale, and your 
review sheets will contain a chart explaining how each grade corresponds to a value on the 4.0 scale. 

Late work policy 
Regarding late work, we will deduct 1/3 of a letter grade for the first 24 hours that your essay is late.  
After that, we will deduct one full letter grade per 24-hour cycle. We will not accept an essay more 
than 4 days (96 hours) after it is due.   

For exams, you are required to take the exams at the days/times marked on your syllabus.  For the 
final, we will give the alternate exam, too, so you can choose the day/time you prefer. 

Plagiarism and Citation Practices 

Plagiarism or cheating on an exam is unacceptable, and we report all suspected cases to the 
Undergraduate Honor Council.  Plagiarism can sometimes be tricky.  So, if you are unsure about 
citations or have any questions pertaining to what counts as plagiarism, please do not hesitate to 
contact one or both of us.  For more on the Honor System, see 
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/student_handbook/chapter2.html.  

More information about how to cite sources properly will be included with your essay assignment.  
All essays, as well as the citations of articles and books in the body of your essays, and the list of 
citations or references at the end of the essays, should adhere to the standard formatting guidelines 
provided by the political science department.  These guidelines can be found on the political science 
department’s web page, as well as on our course Blackboard site. 

Technology Policy 

Unless you have a documented reason for using a laptop in class, we ask that you power down all 
your electronic equipment in class—both lectures and discussions.  This includes laptops, tablets, 
and smart phones.  In exchange for your respectful adherence to this policy, we promise to keep the 
use of Power Point slides to a bare minimum and to repeat ourselves as often as you need so that 
you can take good notes by hand more easily. 

Emergencies and Course Accommodations 

Your success in this course is very important to us.  While we will enforce these policies strictly and 
fairly, we know that emergencies and illnesses sometimes arise during the semester.  If you are sick 
or experiencing personal circumstances that are affecting your work, please let both of us know 
immediately so that we can make arrangements together for you to complete your work within a 
reasonable period of time.  In emergency cases, we will excuse late work or a series of absences if 
you can provide a doctor’s note or a note from your dean or advisor.  

If you need course accommodations due to a disability, if you have emergency medical information 
to share, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated during class 
time, please make an appointment with Professor Nacol /or the Opportunity Development Center 
(2-4705) as soon as possible. 
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Schedule of Readings and Assignments: 

Please bring your texts and notes to every class, since we will frequently work from them.  Please 
read in advance of class.  Some reading assignments are heftier than others, so plan accordingly! 

I.  Themes in the Study of Justice and Injustice  

Monday, 01/11/2016  What is Justice? 

Wednesday, 01/13/2016  “Antigone,” in Sophocles, Antigone, Oedipus the King and Electra, 
pp. 1-45. 

Monday, 01/18/2016  No Class. Martin Luther King, Jr., Day.  For this unit, please 
attend at least one campus event planned for Vanderbilt’s 
celebration of Martin Luther King, Jr., Day. The schedule of 
events is posted on Blackboard. 

Wednesday, 01/20/2016  Henry David Thoreau, “On the Duty of Civil Disobedience,” 
in The Portable Thoreau, ed. C. Bode (Penguin Books, 1982), pp. 
109-137.  Blackboard: Course Content 

Monday, 01/25/2016  Mahatma Gandhi, “On Ahimsa” “Non-violence,” 
“Satyagraha—Not Passive Resistance,” “The First of August,” 
“Evidence Before Disorders Inquiry Committee,” “Civil 
Disobedience,” “Letter to Lord Irwin,” “Independence vs. 
Swaraj,” “Democracy and Non-Violence,” in Selected Political 
Writings, ed. D. Dalton (Hackett, 1996), pp. 40-42, 51-59, 60-
64, 73-79, 98-100, 148-150.  Blackboard: Course Content 

Wednesday, 01/27/2016  Martin Luther King, Jr., “I Have a Dream Speech,” “Address 
to MIA Mass Meeting at Holt Street Baptist Church, “Nobel 
Prize Acceptance Speech,” and “Letter from Birmingham Jail” 
Blackboard: Course Content 

 
II.  Justice and the Rule of Law 

Monday, 02/01/2016 Plato, “Crito, “in Plato and Aristophanes, Four Texts on 
Socrates, trans. T.G. West and G.S. West (Ithaca, NY: Cornell 
UP) pp. 99-114. Blackboard: Course Content  

  Short response paper due in class. 

Wednesday, 02/03/2016   Aquinas, Treatise on Law, pp. 1-69. 

Monday, 02/08/2016   Locke, Second Treatise of Government, Ch. 1-5, pp. 7-29. 

Wednesday, 02/10/2016  Locke, Second Treatise of Government, Ch. 10-14, pp. 68-87. 

Monday, 02/15/2016  Locke, Second Treatise of Government, Ch. 15-19, pp. 88-124.  
 
III.  Justice and Equality 

Wednesday, 02/17/2016 Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, trans. Sarah Broadie and 
Christopher Rowe (Oxford UP, 2002), Book V, pp. 158-176.  
Blackboard: Course Content 
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Monday, 02/22/2016   Aristotle, The Politics, Book I-II.5, pp. 11-39. 

     Short essay due in class for those taking the first option 

Wednesday, 02/24/2016  Aristotle, The Politics, Book III, pp. 61-91. 

Monday, 02/29/2016   Aristotle, The Politics, Books IV-VI.1, pp. 91-121. 

Wednesday 03/02/2016  Midterm exam (part I in lecture, part II in section) 

Monday-Friday, 03/07-11/2016 No class.  Spring Break! 

Monday, 03/14/2016 Rousseau, “Discourse Concerning Inequality,” Part One, in 
‘The Discourses’ and Other Early Political Writings, pp. 113-160.  
Note: Be sure to look at the Notes to Part One (pp. 189-218). 

Wednesday, 03/16/2016 Rousseau, “Discourse Concerning Inequality,” Part Two, in 
‘The Discourses’ and Other Early Political Writings, pp. 161-188.  
Note: Be sure to look at the Notes to Part Two (pp. 218-222). 

Monday, 03/21/2016 Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, Letter 
Dedicatory, Introduction, and Ch. 1-3, pp. 3-67. 

Wednesday, 03/23/2016 Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, Ch. 4, 6 
and 9, pp. 68-98, 144-150, and 175-186. 

Monday, 03/28/2016 Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, Ch. 12-13, 
pp. 196-242. 

 
IV.  Justice and Freedom 

Wednesday, 03/30/2016 Harriet Taylor Mill, “Enfranchisement of Women” (1851).  
Blackboard: Course Content 

Mill, “The Subjection of Women,” Ch. 2, part of Ch. 3, and 
Ch. 4, in On Liberty and the Subjection of Women, pp. 164-194, 
and 219-243. 

Monday, 04/04/2016 Mill, “On Liberty,” Ch. 1, in On Liberty and the Subjection of 
Women,  p. 7-21. 

Wednesday, 04/06/2016 Mill, “On Liberty,” Ch. 2-3, in On Liberty and the Subjection of 
Women, pp. 22-84. 

Monday, 04/11/2016 Mill, “On Liberty,” Ch. 4-5, in On Liberty and the Subjection of 
Women, pp. 85-129. 

Short essay due in class for those taking the second 
option 

 
V.  Justice and Responsibility 

Wednesday, 04/13/2016  Arendt, Eichmann in Jerusalem, Ch. 2-6, pp. 21-111. 

Monday, 04/18/2016 Arendt, Eichmann in Jerusalem, Ch. 6-8, 14-15, pp. 112-150, 
220-252. 
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Wednesday, 04/20/2016 Iris Young, “Responsibility and Historic Injustice,” in 
Responsibility for Justice (Oxford UP, 2011), pp. 171-187. 
Blackboard: Course Content 

Ta-Nehisi Coates, “The Case for Reparations,” The Atlantic 
Monthly, Vol. 313, No. 5 (June 2014), pp. 54-71.  Blackboard: 
Course Content 

Monday, 04/25/2016  Final exam review session 
 
Important Due Dates: 
 
Response Paper: Monday, 02/01/2016, in class 
Short Essay, Option 1: Monday, 02/22/2016, in class 
Short Essay, Option 2: Monday, 04/11/2016, in class 
Midterm Examination: Part 1 on Wednesday, 03/02/2016, in lecture,  

Part 2 in your weekly section meeting  
Final Examination: Wednesday, 05/04/2016, 9-11 a.m., location TBD 
 or 
 Thursday, 04/28/2016, 12-2 p.m., location TBD (alternate) 


