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Commons 351 
emily.c.nacol@vanderbilt.edu 

 
This course focuses on an important problem for all 21st-century global citizens:  Is capitalism a system 
that promotes human freedom and emancipation?  Or, is it a system that depends on and perpetuates 
inequality and exploitation? 
 
In this advanced political theory seminar, we think about these questions together.  To support our 
inquiry, we will draw on a broad range of textual resources from the mid-seventeenth century to the 
present day—works of political theory, political economy, literature, history, speech and rhetoric, and 
investigative journalism.  These texts are all part of a centuries-long debate about commerce and 
capitalism.  To give shape to our discussion, we will pursue four different overlapping themes that recur 
throughout this debate: labor and property, markets and exchange, commodities and commodification, 
and credit and debt relations.  In the process, we will pursue some persistent questions that have mattered 
since the emergence of a capitalist political economy.  What is the moral and economic value of work?  Is 
work something we have to do to survive, or is an important expression of our humanity?  Does 
capitalism exploit laborers, or offer new outlets for creative work and expression?  What is the connection 
between labor and property?  Are markets the best way of organizing human relationships and satisfying 
our needs and wants?  Does commerce connect us or create new divisions among us?  Are some 
commodities better than others?  Are there things that shouldn’t be commodified and sold?  What does it 
mean to be a person of good credit?  Does a credit culture provide new moral and economic resources for 
us, or does it generate greater inequality and exploitation?  
 
This course has three related learning goals.  First, one main purpose of the course is to familiarize you 
with the multi-century trajectory of humanistic work on capitalism, including a broad sample of 
laudatory, ambivalent, and critical treatments.  This will include extensive engagement with classic work, 
such as Adam Smith’s Wealth of Nations and Marx’s Capital.  A second purpose of the course is to think 
deeply about particular themes or concepts in the history of capitalism by analyzing how thinkers from a 
range of time periods and moral and political perspectives have confronted them. The third and last goal 
of this course is to use our growing sense of the history of our current capitalist dilemmas to help us think 
critically about our own participation in systems of production and exchange. 
 
Requirements and Grading:  
 
Book List: 

The following books are available for purchase or rental in the bookstore, or you can borrow them from 
the library, where they are on reserve.  It’s also possible that I have spare copies, so please ask to borrow 
if you find yourself in need of a copy of a text. 
 

• W.E.B. DuBois, The Souls of Black Folk (New York: Penguin, 1996). 
• F.A. Hayek, The Road to Serfdom (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2007). 
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• Bernard Mandeville, The Fable of the Bees and Other Writings, ed. E.J. Hundert (Indianapolis: 
Hackett, 1997). 

• Herbert Marcuse, One-Dimensional Man: Studies in the Ideology of Advanced Industrial Society 
(Boston: Beacon Press, 1991). 

• Jean-Jacques Rousseau, ‘The Discourses’ and Other Early Political Writings (Cambridge: 
Cambridge UP, 1997). 

• Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations (New York: Random House, 2000). 
• The Marx-Engels Reader, ed. Robert C. Tucker (New York: Norton, 1978). 

 
Please acquire and use these editions, since class discussion will run much more smoothly if we are all 
using the same versions of the texts.  
 
Course Requirements and Grade Distribution: 

This class is a seminar, so we will spend nearly all of our time discussing the readings.  Your questions 
and comments will structure our discussions, so please come prepared for each class with at least one 
question or comment that you would like for us to think about as a group.  Sometimes I will ask us to 
work through a difficult problem or question in the readings, but for the most part your concerns will 
drive our work. 

The other component of your work for this seminar is writing.  I will ask you to hand in four short 
reflections on readings over the course of the semester, and you will design your own seminar paper to 
hand in at the end of the term.  There will also be a take-home midterm. 

The course has five graded components: 
• Class attendance and participation  

o Bring texts to class 
o Be an engaged listener (This means no smartphones!) 
o Participate in discussion  

• 4 short reflection papers on readings, one single-spaced page each 
• Take-home midterm 
• Seminar paper 

The grading breakdown is as follows: 

• Class attendance and participation: 20% 
• Reflection papers: 5% each for a total of 20% 
• Take-home midterm: 20% 
• Seminar paper abstract: 5%  
• Seminar paper: 35% 

To pass this course, you must pass each component of the course.  For example, someone who writes a 
wonderful seminar paper but does not attend class regularly will receive a failing grade for class 
participation and will subsequently fail the course.  Likewise, someone who is an excellent contributor to 
class discussions but skips a response paper will fail the course.   

Grading policy 

I grade on a 4.0 scale, in accordance with the standard of the College of Arts and Sciences.   

Late work policy 
Regarding late work, I will deduct 1/3 of a letter grade for the first day an assignment is late.  After that, I 
will deduct one full grade per day late.  For example, if your essay is due on Monday at 5 p.m., anything 
you hand in after 5 p.m. on Monday and before 5 p.m. on Tuesday will start as an “A-;” anything you 
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hand in after 5 p.m. on Tuesday and before 5 p.m. on Wednesday will start as a “B-;” etc.  I will not 
accept any work more than 4 days (96 hours) after it is due. 

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is unacceptable, and I report suspected cases to the Undergraduate Honor Council.  If you are 
unsure about citations or have any questions pertaining to what counts as plagiarism, please do not 
hesitate to email either of us or stop by office hours.  For more on Vanderbilt’s Honor System, see 
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/student_handbook/chapter2.html.   

More information about how to cite sources properly will be included with your essay assignments.  All 
essays, as well as the citations of articles and books in the body of your essays, and the list of citations or 
references at the end of the essays, should adhere to the standard formatting guidelines provided by the 
political science department.  These guidelines can be found on the political science department’s web 
page, as well as on our course Blackboard site. 

Laptop Policy 

Unless you have a documented reason for using a laptop or tablet during class, I ask that you power down 
all your electronic equipment.  

Emergencies and Course Accommodations 

Your success in this course is very important to me.  While I will enforce all policies on this syllabus 
strictly and fairly, I understand that emergencies and illnesses sometimes arise during the semester.  If 
you are sick or experiencing a personal emergency, please let me know immediately so that we can make 
arrangements together for you to complete your work within a reasonable period of time.  In emergency 
cases, I will excuse late work or a series of absences if you bring a doctor’s note or a note from your dean 
or advisor.   

If you need course accommodations due to a disability, if you have emergency medical information to 
share with us, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated during class 
time, please make an appointment with me /or the Opportunity Development Center (2-4705) as soon as 
possible. 
 

Schedule of Readings and Assignments: 

Please bring your texts and notes to every class, since we will work from them.  Please read in advance of 
class.  For each class meeting, I have put the total page count for assigned readings in brackets, and some 
assignments are longer than others.  Plan accordingly! 

All readings beyond the book list are marked with an * on the syllabus.  These are available on our class 
Blackboard site. 
 
Schedule of Readings: 

Thursday, 08/27/2015  Introduction to the course 
 
Unit One: Labor, Work, Property 
 
Tuesday, 09/01/2015  The Connection Between Labor and Property   [51]   
 

a) John Locke, The Second Treatise of Government, ch. 5 (“Of Property”) in Political Writings, ed. 
D. Wootton (Hackett, 2003), pp. 272-286.*  

b) John Locke, “Labour,” in Political Writings, ed. D. Wootton, (Hackett, 2003), pp. 440-442. * 
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c) David Hume, A Treatise of Human Nature, Book III, Pt. 2, Sections 1-4, in Political Writings, eds. 
S. Warner and D. Livingston (Hackett, 1994), pp. 1-33.*   

 
Thursday, 09/03/2015 A Critique of Property Rights     [43]  
 

a) Jean-Jacques Rousseau, “Discourse on the Origins and Foundations of Inequality Among Men”, 
Epistle Dedicatory and Part II, in The Discourses and Other Early Political Writings, pp. 114-123, 
161-188 (Note: Don’t forget Rousseau’s Notes, on pp. 218-222!) 

 
Tuesday, 09/08/2015  An Early Theory of the Division of Labor   [49]  
 

a) Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations, Book I.1-2 and I.8, V.1.3, pp. 3-18, 73-99, 839-844. 
 
Thursday, 09/10/2015 Wage Labor and the Laboring Classes   [113]  
 

a) Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations, Book I.10, pp. 114-165. 
b) John Stuart Mill, “Of the Stationary State” and “On the Probable Futurity of the Laboring 

Classes,” in Principles of Political Economy, in Collected Works of John Stuart Mill, Vol. 3 
(Liberty Fund, 2006), pp. 752-757, 758-796.* 

c) Nancy Fraser, “After the Family Wage: A Postindustrial Thought Experiment,” in Fortunes of 
Feminism: From State-Managed Capitalism to Neoliberal Crisis (Verso, 2013) pp. 111-138.* 

 
Tuesday, 09/15/2015  Marx on Alienation      [32]  
 

a) Karl Marx, “The Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844,” in The Marx Engels Reader, 
pp. 67-81. 

b) Philosophy Bites Podcast: Jonathan Wolff on Marx on Alienation.*  
c) David Harvey, “Contradiction 17: The Revolt of Human Nature: Universal Alienation,” in 

Seventeen Contradictions and the End of Capitalism (Oxford UP, 2015), pp. 264-281.* 
     
Thursday, 09/17/2015 The Meaning of Work      [41] 

   
a) William Morris, “Dawn of a New Epoch,” in Critics of Capitalism: Victorian Reactions to 

‘Political Economy’, eds. E. Jay and R. Jay (Cambridge UP, 1996), pp. 202-217.* 
b) Henry David Thoreau, “Life without Principle,” in The Portable Thoreau, ed. C. Bode (Viking, 

1947), pp. 630-655.* 
 
Tuesday, 09/22/2015  Labor, Production, and Value     [33]  
 

a) Karl Marx, “Capital, Volume 1,” in The Marx Engels Reader, pp. 329-361. 
 
Thursday, 09/24/2015  Out of town. No class meeting today. 
 
Tuesday, 09/29/2015  Labor, Property, Communism     [47]  
  

a) Karl Marx, “The Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844,” in The Marx Engels Reader, 
pp. 81-101. 

b) Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, “Manifesto of the Communist Party,” in The Marx Engels 
Reader, pp. 469-491. 

c) David Harvey, “Epilogue: Ideas for Political Praxis,” in Seventeen Contradictions and the End of 
Capitalism (Oxford UP, 2015), pp. 294-297. 
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Thursday, 10/01/2015 The Working Day      [31]  
 

a) Karl Marx, “Capital, Volume 1,” in The Marx Engels Reader, pp. 361-376. 
b) Eugene V. Debs, “The Socialist Party and the Working Class” (Socialist Party Convention 

Minutes, 1901).* 
 
Tuesday, 10/06/2015  The Persistence of Alienated Labor    [69]  
 

a) Herman Melville, “Bartleby, the Scrivener: A Story of Wall-Street,” in Melville’s Short Novels, 
ed. D. McCall (Norton, 2002) pp. 3-34.* 

b) Herbert Marcuse, One-Dimensional Man: Studies in the Ideology of Advanced Industrial Society, 
ch. 2, pp. 19-55. 

 
Thursday, 10/08/2015 Labor, Property, Charity: Perspectives on Poverty  [58]  
 

a) John Locke, “Draft of a Representation Containing a Scheme of Methods for the Employment of 
the Poor,” in Political Writings, ed. D. Wootton (Hackett, 2003), pp. 446-461.* 

b) Jonathan Swift, “A Modest Proposal…,” in Major Works, eds. A. Ross and D. Woolley Oxford 
UP, 2008), pp. 492-499.* 

c) Bernard Mandeville, “An Essay on Charity and Charity Schools,” in The Fable of the Bees and 
Other Writings, pp. 109-129. 

d) Andrew Carnegie, “Wealth,” The North American Review, Vol. 148, No. 391 (June 1898), pp. 
653-665.* 

 
Tuesday, 10/13/2015  Laborers as Property: The Problem of Slavery  [78]  
 

a) John Locke, Second Treatise of Government, ch. 4 (“Of Slavery”), in Political Writings, ed. D. 
Wootton (Hackett, 2003), pp. 272-273.* 

b) Voltaire, “Eighth conversation, on physical serfdom,” in Political Writings, ed. D. Williams 
(Cambridge UP, 1994), pp. 134-138.* 

c) Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, III.15, eds. A Cohler, B. Miller, and H. Stone (Cambridge 
UP, 1989), pp. 246-263.* 

d) Diderot, “Extracts from the Histoire des Deux Indes, # 6-9, 14, Political Writings, eds. J.H. 
Mason and R. Wokler (Cambridge UP, 1992) pp. 175-180, 185-188.* 

e) Walter Johnson, Soul by Soul: Life Inside the Antebellum Slave Market, ch. 1 and 4 (Harvard UP, 
1999), pp. 19-44, 117-134.* 

 
Thursday, 10/15/2015   Fall Break.  No class meeting. 
 
Tuesday, 10/20/2015  Legacies of Slavery      [189]  
 

a) W.E.B. DuBois, “Of the Dawn of Freedom,” “Of the Training of Black Men,” “Of the Black 
Belt,” “Of the Quest of the Golden Fleece,” “Of the Sons of Masters and Men,” in The Souls of 
Black Folk  pp. 13-35, 74-153. 

b) Ta-Nehisi Coates, “The Case for Reparations,” The Atlantic Monthly, Vol. 313, No. 5 (June 2014), 
pp. 54-71.* 

c) Milton Friedman, Capitalism and Freedom, ch. 7, (Chicago, 1962), pp. 108-118.* 
d) Iris M. Young, “Affirmative Action and the Myth of Merit,” in Justice and the Politics of 

Difference (Princeton UP, 1990), pp. 192-225.* 
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Thursday, 10/22/2015  Out of town. No class meeting today. 
 
Unit Two: Markets and Market Societies 
 
Tuesday, 10/27/2015  Commerce and the Promise of Commercial Societies  [99]   
 

a) Bernard Mandeville, “Preface” and “The Grumbling Hive,” in The Fable of the Bees and Other 
Writings, pp. 19-35. 

b) David Hume, “Of Commerce,” in Essays Moral, Political, and Literary, ed. E. Miller (Liberty 
Fund, 1985), pp. 253-267.* 

c) Montesquieu, The Spirit of the Laws, IV.20 and IV.21.1-5, eds. A Cohler, B. Miller, and H. Stone 
(Cambridge UP, 1989), pp. 337-357.* 

d) Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations, Book III, pp. 407-453. 
 
Thursday, 10/29/2015 Critical Reflections on Commercial Society   [72]  
 

a) John Stuart Mill, “Of the Grounds and Limits of the Laisser-Faire or Non-Interference Principles,” 
in Principles of Political Economy, in Collected Works of John Stuart Mill, Vol. 3 (Liberty Fund, 
2006), pp. 936-971.* 

b) Karl Polanyi, The Great Transformation: The Political and Economic Origins of Our Time, ch. 4-
6, (Beacon, 2001), pp. 45-80.* 

 
Tuesday, 11/03/2015  20th-Century Capitalism and the Defense of Markets  [115]  
 

a) F.A. Hayek, “Competition as a Discovery Procedure” (1968), The Quarterly Journal of Austrian 
Economics, Vol. 5, No. 3 (Fall 2002), pp. 9-23.* 

b) Joseph Schumpeter, Capitalism, Socialism, and Democracy, ch. 5-7 (HarperPerennial, 2008), pp. 
63-86.* 

c) F.A. Hayek, The Road to Serfdom, ch. 1-4, 8, 14, pp. 65-99, 134-146, 210-222. 
d) Milton Friedman Capitalism and Freedom, ch. 1 (Chicago, 1962), pp. 7-21.* 

 
Thursday, 11/05/2015 Markets and Freedom      [98]  
  

a) Amartya Sen, Development as Freedom, ch. 1, 4-5 (Anchor, 1999), pp. 13-34, 87-145.* 
b) David Harvey, “Contradiction 14: Freedom and Domination,” in Seventeen Contradictions and 

the End of Capitalism (Oxford UP, 2015), pp. 199-215. 
 
Unit Three: Commodities, Luxuries, and Commodification 
 
Tuesday, 11/10/2015  Commodities and the Commodity Fetish   [28]  
 

a) Karl Marx, “Capital, Volume 1,” in The Marx Engels Reader, pp. 302-329. 
 
Thursday, 11/12/2015 True and False Needs      [86]  
 

a) Jean-Jacques Rousseau, “Discourse on the Origins and Foundations of Inequality Among Men”, 
Preface and Part I, in The Discourses and Other Early Political Writings, pp. 124-160 (Note: 
Don’t forget Rousseau’s Notes, on pp. 189-218!) 

b) Herbert Marcuse, One-Dimensional Man: Studies in the Ideology of Advanced Industrial Society, 
ch. 1, pp. 1-18. 
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Tuesday, 11/17/2015  Is Luxury a Problem?      [70]  
 

a) Bernard Mandeville, “Remarks F, G, I, I, K, L, M, N, Q, and T” in The Fable of the Bees and 
Other Writings, pp. 55-106. 

b) Voltaire, “The Man of the World” (1738), in Commerce, Culture, and Liberty: Readings on 
Capitalism Before Adam Smith, ed. H.C. Clark (Liberty Fund, 2003), pp. 271-275.* 

c) David Hume, “Of Refinement in the Arts,” in Essays Moral, Political, and Literary, ed. E. Miller 
(Liberty Fund, 1985), pp. 268-280.* 

 
Thursday, 11/19/2015 The Commodification of Art and Culture   [60]  
 

a) Herbert Marcuse, One-Dimensional Man: Studies in the Ideology of Advanced Industrial Society, 
pp. 56-72 

b) Max Horkheimer and Theodor Adorno, “The Culture Industry: Enlightenment as Mass 
Deception,” in Dialectic of Enlightenment (Stanford, 2002), pp. 94-136.* 

 
Tuesday, 11/24/2015  Thanksgiving Break. No class. 
 
Thursday, 11/26/2015   Happy Thanksgiving!  No class. 
 
Tuesday, 12/01/2015  Are There Things That Shouldn’t Be Sold?   [52]  
 

a) Michael J. Sandel, What Money Can’t Buy: The Moral Limits of Markets, Introduction and ch. 3 
(Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2012), pp. 3-16, 93-130.* 

b) Philosophy Bites Podcast: Michael Sandel on What Shouldn’t Be Sold.* 
 
Unit Four: Relationships of Credit and Debt 
 
Thursday, 12/03/2015 Perspectives on Credit and Reputation   [69]  
 

a) Richard Steele, Spectator (On Reputation and Credit), No. 218, in The Commerce of Everyday 
Life: Selections from ‘The Tatler’ and ‘The Spectator,’ ed. E. Mackie (Bedford/St. Martin’s, 
1998), pp. 220-222.* 

b) Daniel Defoe, “On Credit,” in The Commerce of Everyday Life: Selections from ‘The Tatler’ and 
‘The Spectator,’ ed. E. Mackie (Bedford/St. Martin’s, 1998), pp. 272-279.* 

c) Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations, Book II.3, pp. 360-380. 
d) Benjamin Franklin, “Advice to a Young Tradesman,” and “Poor Richard Improved: Father 

Abraham’s Speech” in ‘The Autobiography’ and Other Writings, ed. A. Houston (Cambridge UP, 
2004) pp. 200-202, 264-271.* 

e) Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, ch. 2, trans. Talcott Parsons 
(Routledge, 1992), pp. 13-38.* 

 
Tuesday, 12/08/2015  Debt and International Reputation    [49]  
 

a) David Hume, “Of Public Credit,” in Essays Moral, Political, and Literary, ed. E. Miller (Liberty 
Fund, 1985), pp. 348-365.* 

b) Thomas Picketty, Capital in the 21st Century, ch. 16 (Belknap, 2014), pp. 540-570.* 
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Thursday, 12/10/2015 The Morality of Debt Relations    [58]  
 

a) Margaret Atwood, “Debt and Sin,” in Payback: Debt and the Shadow Side of Wealth (Anansi, 
2008), pp. 41-80.* 

b) David Graeber, “A Brief Treatise on the Moral Grounds of Economic Relations,” in Debt: The 
First 5000 Years (Melville House, 2011), pp. 89-126.*   

 
Schedule and Explanation of Written Assignments: 
 
Short Response Papers:  You will choose the due dates for these!  You must complete four papers over 
the course of the semester.  You will select four class meetings and do a one-page, single-spaced 
reflection paper on the readings for those meetings, and you will hand it in electronically as a PDF to me 
by 5 pm the night before class.  (Example:  If you are interested in writing on the Michael Sandel reading 
for Tuesday, 12/1, you must hand in your reflection paper on that reading to me by 5 pm on Monday, 
11/30.)   
 
These papers have no strict guidelines except one: Please do not summarize the readings.  You can 
assume that your reader has read the texts and has a basic understanding of them.  Instead, you should use 
this assignment as an opportunity to raise an interesting question, puzzle, or criticism about the reading.  I 
may use your paper to guide our class discussion the next day, too. 
 
Need a place to start?  Take a look at the guidelines for reading and discussion at the end of the syllabus. 
 
Midterm Exam:  The midterm will be a take-home, open book exam.  I will email you the question on 
Monday, 10/19, at noon.  You will have a week to compose your answer, so it will be due back to me on 
Monday, 10/26, at noon.  You may draw from your notes and the readings to answer the question, with 
no outside sources expected or required.  Your response should be between 2500-3000 words (8-10 
double-spaced pages), and it should take the form of an argument with a thesis statement, supported by 
evidence.  
 
Seminar Paper:  Your seminar paper will be of your own design.  It will be between 4500-6000 words 
(15-20 single-spaced pages).  You may write on any question or problem you wish, using any of the 
readings that interest you.  You may also bring in outside source materials, although this is not required.  
 
You must write a one-page abstract for your seminar paper, in which you articulate the question that 
interests you and suggest how you will answer it.  This abstract is due no later than our class meeting on 
Tuesday, 12/1, although you may certainly hand it in earlier.  The completed seminar paper is due by 5 
pm on Monday, 12/15. 
 
Important Due Dates: 
 
Response paper 1:    
Response paper 2:    
Response paper 3:    
Response paper 4:    
Midterm exam:   Monday, 10/26/15, at noon, by email. 
Seminar paper abstract:  Tuesday, 12/01/15, in class.  (earlier also fine!) 
Seminar paper:   Monday, 12/15/15, 5 p.m., hard copy in Commons 351. 
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Class Participation and Presentations: A Rough Guide 

Class Participation: 
 
To receive full credit for class participation, you must do the following: 

• attend all class sessions every week, unless you have a written excuse 
• read the assignments in advance of our meetings 
• come prepared with a set of questions and comments about the readings to contribute to our 

discussions days, and 
• engage respectfully with me and your peers 

 
My goals for our class discussions: 

• to refine the interpretations and views we bring to the table about our readings 
• to identify the most important questions, problems, arguments, and conceptual innovations in our 

readings 
• to identify the most challenging parts of the readings and work through them as a group 
• to relate our readings to the “real world” of social and political life 
• to refine our views on the major problems and themes of the course 
• to have a good, productive conversation in which we all learn something 

 
Approaching the Readings: 
 
There are many ways to approach the readings for a course in political theory, but I strongly urge you to 
develop a system of note-taking that will help you remember what you’ve read and focus on the most 
interesting and difficult aspects of the texts.  When I read, I generally keep the following questions in 
mind—questions we are likely to address in class, too: 
 

• Is there a central question or problem the author is trying to address?  There should be at least one. 
• What is the major argument of the text?  Any sidebars besides the main line of argument? 
• Are there any clear assumptions or premises that drive the argument?  Sometimes authors are 

clear about their assumptions, but other times it will be up to you to articulate what is implied or 
suggested.  Do you share these basic assumptions, or not? 

•  Is the author explicitly engaging with anything else we've read?  Anything else you’ve read in a 
different class or outside of class?  Could we put the text in conversation with other readings that 
perhaps the author hasn't referenced so directly? 

• Are there any places where the argument totally breaks down or is less convincing?  Why? 
• What are the practical implications of the argument?  What about its feasibility in the political 

world? 
• What do you find most appealing about the argument or approach the author takes?  Where is the 

author most successful?  What persuades you, if anything? 
• What frustrates you most deeply about the argument, if anything? 
• Are there specific passages that are particularly unclear or especially insightful that you would 

like for us to discuss? 
 
You may wish to add to this list, but we will take up these kinds of questions in class.  I do not plan to test 
your memory of what you have read; I’m much more interested in uncovering what you think about what 
we have read.  I expect all students to come to class with at least one question or comment for the group 
to discuss.  These can range from analysis of the argument to clarification questions to opinions about the 
reading.  Be ready to volunteer!  
 


